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COURT OPENS THE DOOR FOR ROE TO HAVE ANOTHER SHOT 

The door has been re-opened for Joseph Roe to launch 
fresh proceedings against the KLC in his fight against the 
proposed Gas Hub at James Price Point, north of 
Broome. 

Roe was seeking leave to appeal from a decision in the 
Federal Court which found that he did not have standing 
to take the KLC to court over the matter. 

Today, Justice Barker refused to grant Roe leave to 
appeal the previous decision. He said that Roe could still 
“seek to maintain a legal grievance” but the current 
proceedings were the “wrong proceedings” through 
which to do this. 

Roe’s problem in his initial case was that his fellow 
applicant on the Goolarabooloo Jabirr Jabirr land claim 
Cyril Shaw had withdrawn from the proceedings after 
they had started.  

In August the KLC successfully argued that because both 
Shaw and Roe were the listed applicants on the land 
claim they only had standing to represent the claimants 
together. Roe had no standing to represent the claimant 
group on his own. 

Counsel for Mr Roe expressed concern that the original 
decision had shut the door on any chance for Joseph Roe 
to bring any matter relating to the GJJ Native title claim 
before the court. 

Justice Barker disagreed. He said that the way was barred 
only for Mr Roe to bring an action as a representative of 
the claimant group. It did not mean that he could not 
bring an action in his personal capacity.  

Any member of the claimant group can bring an action 
before the court in order to address a public wrong, the 
judge said. 

He quizzed counsel for the KLC, appearing via video 
link from Sydney, whether they would use the findings 
of the original judge to attack the standing of Mr Roe in 
any subsequent case he might bring. 

Mr Hughston, for the KLC, said that they reserved the 
right to challenge the standing of anybody bringing an 
action on the matter but conceded that it would not rely 
on the original judge’s finding to challenge Roe’s 
standing to bring new proceedings in a personal capacity. 

Outside the court Counsel for Mr Roe, Mr Orlov said that 
should Mr Roe choose to file personal proceedings 
documents already tendered to the court could provide 
the basis for those proceedings. 

“Then we may get to test the merits of the claim” he said. 

 

Goolarabooloo Jabirr Jabirr Native 
Title Claim 

Validity of New Applicants still to be Tested 

After Joseph Roe’s court case was dismissed in early 
August the Goolarabooloo Jabirr Jabirr Claimant group 
voted to remove him as an applicant to the claim. 

The other applicant, Cyril Shaw, voluntarily stepped 
down from this role. 

Six new applicants were appointed and the changes have 
been submitted to the Federal Court for ratification. 

The role of an “applicant” in a Native Title Claim is to 
act as the representative of the claimant group. They are 
the ones whose signatures go on the paperwork 

“Claimants” are all those people who are part of the 
claimant group. 

The issues that the Federal Court will look at may 
include: That all the people who attended to meeting to 
change the applicants were members of the claimant 
group; that all the new applicants are members of the 
claimant group; and that all the right people were there. 



 

Comment 

Things are getting interesting 
The Kimberley Land Council had a technical victory in the Federal Court today but the moral victory belonged to Joseph 
Roe and all the everyday people who are waiting out the years to get their land claims settled. 

 After Justice Gilmour’s decision in August it seemed that the law would not support the “mums and dads” against the 
Aboriginal bureaucracy. His judgement seemed quite clear that the only people who could take the Big Wigs to court were 
those who had their signatures on the right place on the right document - the official applicants to the Native Title claim. 

Not only that, but all the applicants had to agree. It was because Roe and Shaw went separate ways on the matter that the 
first case failed. 

One has to wonder if the decision to get rid of Roe and put six new applicants was destined to be a big spoiler to any future 
moves against the KLC. If 6 people are needed to get standing to sue then it wouldn’t be too long before the weakest link 
would emerge and the case would crumble. 

Today’s decision has changed that because Justice Barker made it clear that whilst it may still be required to get all the 
claimants together to make a representative case, any claimant on their own or with other claimants can have a go if they 
think there has been some wrong doing. 

But is it power to the people?  

Well, it still comes down to money. Roe lost today so he still has to pay the legal fees for the KLC. And don’t forget that the 
KLC get a lot of government funding. 

Also, today’s decision does not guarantee that every claimant with a grievance will get the opportunity to have their 
complaint heard in court. But it does mean that they will get a chance to try. 

The G/JJ claimant meeting to respond to the compulsory acquisition notice has been postponed until after the Federal Court 
has examined the new changes to the applicant list. 

If pro gas members of the claimant group and the KLC were hoping a change in applicants would see an end to challenges to 
the validity of the decisions in the April 2009 meetings, they are probably feeling a bit disappointed with their win right now.LettersLettersLettersLetters    
Re: Zero Growth Economies  
 

I have been considering the 'zero 'growth' idea for some 
time. It has some sound rationality about it.   
 
Why does a person who believes that this is a reasonable 
proposition strike you as a more dangerous animal than 
an attention seeking Greenie with an undiagnosed 
emotional disorder?  
 

Re: The Bloke with the short moustache 
 
I'm not sure the “interior decorator” did what he did 
because no one liked his paintings. I think he more likely 
felt unloved, intellectually inferior and vulnerable in his 
early childhood.  

I could be wrong but I'd be surprised to hear his parents 
doted on him.  

The over reaction to his failings in early adulthood 
merely acted to cement his sense of inferiority, they did 
not create it.  

 More love and we'd all be ok. 

The Flight Instructor, North Beach 

 

Lack of Respect? 

In issue 1, do I observe a general decline in respect as we 
move to the "Greenies” and then on to the "Dropkick 
element"?   

Chris, Korinderie Ridge. 

 

CORRECTIONCORRECTIONCORRECTIONCORRECTION 

In the first issue we spelled Kimberley Land 

Council Chief Wayne Bergmann’s name 

incorrectly throughout the paper. Sorry Mr 

Bergmann. 

 

 

Christian Section  

Wal Jisas bin krai, na, en wen ol detlot pipul bin luk im 

krai, deibin tok, “Yu luk. Imbin laigim Lesaras 

brabliwei.”   Jon 11 35-36 

Jesus took his time coming to see Lazarus and by the 
time he got there Lazarus was in the tomb.  

But what does Jesus cry for? He is the son of God and 
can raise him up from the dead.  

Maybe he is sad for Lazarus’s family that they are 
grieving.  

Maybe he is conforming to cultural expectation and 
crying.  

Might be that Jesus is crying because he does not know 
yet just how powerful he is. He does not understand quite 
what he is capable of. His friend has died and he did not 
hurry back to see him. 

Text from The Kriol Bible (NT)

 



 

KIMBERLEY GAS HUB 

Bob is up for it. Where is Carol? 

The greens have thrown their support behind the 

campaign to stop the gas hub being built on James Price 

Point. Bob Brown spoke to a packed house in Broome 

saying he would fight to bring the issue to the national 

agenda. 

Wayne Bergman has asked Mr Brown to respect the 

decisions of the traditional owners in wishing to develop 

the site. 

Premier Barnett earlier referred to the James Price Pont 

site as an “unremarkable piece of coastline”. Federal 

Member for Durack Barry Haase has supported this 

assessment pointing out that it is not one of the “iconic” 

places of the Kimberley Coast. 

State MP Tom Stevens says that the plant could be built 

at the old HBI plant in Port Hedland. 

Anti Gas campaigners in the Kimberley are starting to 

question why their local member Carol Martin is being 

so quiet on the issue. 

Compulsory Acquisition Timeframes 

After the Premier notified parliament of the Intention to 

Compulsorily Acquire James Price Point the following 

time frame is established 

• 3 Months of Notification Period,  

• 6 months legal requirement to negotiate “in 

good faith”. 

• Referral to the Native Title Tribunal for 

determination. This could take up to another 6 

Months. 

Broome Shire Approves Works  

The Broome Shire has given approval for Woodside to 

start preliminary works at James Price Point. 

The works include 3 Drill Pad sites, 2 “Turkey Nest” 

Dams and temporary accommodation for 25 workers. 

The construction - which is not the start of building the 

Gas Hub - is to enable Woodside to survey the 

underground water to make sure that there is drinking 

water for the workforce on the Gas Hub and also low salt 

water for the processing of the gas. 

The dams are to be lined so that saline water from the 

bores that is kept there will not leech into the soil and 

contaminate the shallow fresh groundwater underneath. 

In response to a question from the public, Broome Shire 

Development Officer stated that whilst the 

Environmental Protection Authority has given notice that 

it is to assess the Browse LNG Precinct, no notice had 

been given that they were to assessing the preliminary 

clearing and construction works and that the Council had 

the legal power to grant approval. 

Wilderness Society Position 

According to their website, The Wilderness Society’s 

environmental concerns about the gas hub include: 

• The effect of shipping and seismic activity on 
the whale nursery. 

• Damage from dredging and sediment 

• Blasting on the reef and the building of a 7km 
breakwater 

• Effect on fish, turtles, snub-nosed dolphins and 
coral 

• The amount of fresh water pumped from the 
aquifers and the effect on the surrounding 
country. 

• Clearing of land on the 2500 hectare site. 

“New Paternalism” 

THE MONTHLY magazine’s October edition contains a 
well written article (Dividing the Territory) on the Gas 
Hub conflict by Victoria Laurie.  

She writes that KLC Executive Director Wayne 
Bergmann has labelled the actions of green groups who 
have slotted in behind Aboriginal groups opposed to the 
gas as “new paternalism”.  

The stereotype, (as played out also in the 4 corners report 
“Rush to Riches”) is that of “noble savage” versus 
“greedy blackfella” 

He is quoted as saying to a native title conference that 
“Save the Kimberley and The Wilderness Society are 
pretending to champion the indigenous cause in order to 
bolster their own positions and credibility”. 

COMMENT 

The Parallel Infrastructure Theory 
There is an idea doing the rounds that, due to the state’s 
failure to provide proper infrastructure for Aboriginal 
people in remote areas, people should develop their own 
types of infrastructure independent of the state 

Paul Murray’s excellent series of articles on native title 
published in the West Australian earlier this year seemed 
to be based on the premise that this was desirable. 
Structures should be put in place, he argued, to ensure 
that the massive windfalls of some groups enabled others 
- who did not get mining money - to be able to raise their 
standard of living out of third world conditions. 

Opponents of the idea argue that requiring Aborigines to 
develop such infrastructure is an abrogation by the state 
of its own responsibilities. 

Steven Muecke, writing in Overland, argues that this is 
precisely what the KLC wants to do with the Gas Hub to 
“protect indigenous people in the Kimberley from the 

precarious existence they have suffered ever since 

colonisation in the late 19th century” 

In Victoria Laurie’s article, Wayne Bergmann does seem 
to suggest that issues of homelessness, suicide and health 
will need to be solved by Aboriginals. The gas money 
will help. 

This idea shouldn’t surprise any old hippy communards. 
And let’s face it; Every Blackfellow in the Kimberley 
who gets his block has a dream of how to make it viable. 

Maybe schools should drop some of the “learning areas” 
and get the capitalists in to teach something useful. 



 

Expansion of Curtin Detention Centre 

Immigration Minister Chris Bowen has said that Curtin 
Detention Centre, near Derby, in the Kimberley is going 
to get a lot bigger. 

Processing of Asylum claims onshore is part of Labor 
Party policy although he Federal government is going 
ahead with negotiations with East Timor for a 
REGIONAL PROCESSING FACILITY there. 

WA Premier Barnett is worried that overcrowding in 
CURTIN during the hot season could produce a riot. 
Police will not be able to get there in time. 

Derby West Kimberley Shire President was interviewed 
on ABC Radio said that there was no prior warning of 
the announcement to expand CURTIN.   

The Commonwealth is also expanding an Air Force base 
at WEIPA, on CAPE YORK to make another detention 
centre for single men 

Refugee advocacy groups are against the opening up of 
the centre at Weipa because they say that it is too far 
from essential services. 

Earlier this month detainees at the Villawood Detention 
Centre in Sydney staged rooftop protests. This followed 
similar protests in Darwin a few weeks earlier. 

PNG Power deal to help Cape York 

Cape York might benefit from a hydro electric power 
imported from Papua New Guinea. 

Origin Energy is to spend $5 billion to build a hydro 
power plant on the Purari River - the third largest 
waterway in PNG.  

The Queensland and PNG governments have signed a 
Memorandum of Co-operation and a feasibility study is 
due for completion in 2012. 

If the project gets the nod, renewable electricity from the 
power station would be transmitted into Queensland by 
cables running under the Torres Strait. 

Power could be entering the grid by 2020 

East Timor Solution 

Gillard government’s move to expand immigration 
detention onshore is an “about face” from the “Timor 
Solution” that they took to the last election. 

East Timorese politicians were not keen on the plan from 
the start.  

Questions were raised about whether Australia actually 
talked to East Timor before announcing the policy to 
send refugees there. 

More recently East Timorese President Ramos Horta has 
expressed interest in the plan to process refugees in his 
country although he admits that many of his countrymen 
still need to be convinced. 

The key points that President Ramos Horta has made are 
that there be a maximum three years for any refugee 
claim to be processed, that East Timor not pay for the 
centre and that the centre only ever remain a temporary 
solution. 

Refugee Council Viewpoint 

In August the Australian Refugee Council released a 
statement about refugee protection endorsed by 21 
different groups including Amnesty International, 
Uniting Church and Caritas International. 

It called for Australia to be partners with countries in the 
region - not just dictate to them. 

Other points included:  

• the need for proper housing of refugees,  

• provision of services to them,  

• don’t send them to other countries for 
processing, meet international standard for 
processing their claims, 

• protect human rights. 

The Council also wants Non Government Organisations 
(NGOs) to have access to refugees so that it can keep an 
eye on what is going on. 

United Nations Refugee Convention - 

Article 31 

One of the key issues in the public debate about “boat 
people” is that their unauthorised arrival breaks 
Australian law. Many letters to the editor of Australian 
Newspapers refer to them as “illegal immigrants”. 

Yet Article 31 of the Refugee Convention allows for 
people seeking refugee status to be exempt from 
immigration law if they arrive without visas as long as 
they present themselves immediately to relevant 
authorities and claim asylum. 

Refugee advocacy groups make an effort to put this 
message out into the public debate with limited success. 

One of the problems for advocates of this interpretation 
is that, despite Australia being a signatory to the 
Convention, international treaties are only binding on 
Australian Law to the extent that the parliament has 
incorporated them into the Law. 

Nevertheless, in the event of ambiguity on the matter in 
any case coming before it a court will presume that the 
government intends to legislate consistent with its 
international obligations. 

There is a “catch” to Article 31 and that is this: The 
exemption from immigration laws only applies to 
refugees coming directly from their country of origin. 

There is an argument to be made that people who first 
arrive in Indonesia and then come to Australia (the 
secondary movement of people) are not coming directly 
from their country of origin so how can this proviso in 
the Convention apply? 

Some years ago the Refugee and Immigration Legal 
Centre in Victoria made a submission to government 
regarding attempts to codify Article 31 into Australian 
Law stating that “measures to combat secondary 
movement of people [must] not compromise minimum 
standards for refugees contained in the convention”. 

It seems that there is a friction between what is the letter 
and the spirit of the law. 

Any reader with something to add on this is invited to 

write in



 

The Kumbaya Paradigm    

There has been a lot of talk from excited politicians and 
people in the media about a “new paradigm” in 
Australian politics. 

Despite his musings on a “kinder, gentler” approach in 
parliament, Tony Abbott has not hung up his gloves yet. 

For the “chooks” - the increasing numbers of voters who 
are showing a tinge of green in their politics - the passing 
of reforms of parliamentary process are tasty grains in a 
diet of white bread crusts and leftover cornflakes. 

Maybe there is some hope that Australian democracy can 
move beyond the red team - blue team / tag team 
approach to government. 

Not for Opposition Front Bencher Christopher Pyne. 
Australians, he says, know that we are in an adversarial 
system and they expect the opposition to hold the 
government to account. 

“Nobody is going to be sitting around singing 
‘Kumbaya’” he says. 

Yet several days later the BHP Billiton Boss announced 
that the science behind global warming is correct and the 
country needs to put a price on carbon. 

“Someone’s learning, Lord ...” some greenies began to 
sing. 

Andrew Forrest wasn’t singing. To him it was nothing 
more than The Big Australian (BHP) trying to deflect 
attention from the Mining Tax. He wasn’t being roped in 
to Messrs Argus and Ferguson’s “Love in” at the Policy 
Transition meetings around the country 

The Greens love the Mining Tax, and though they 
weren’t at said “Love In”, there were Brown, Milne and 
“Bandy” looking like they won the meat tray at the 
Davenport RSL, sitting for the photo op on the Carbon 
Tax Committee. (Someone’s smiling, Lord ...) 

But wait a minute! Didn’t New Zealand take a proposal 
to the International Whaling Commission to allow the 
resumption of limited Commercial Whaling? And didn’t 
Greenpeace, despite explanations and clarifications do 
pretty much the same? 

So, just as there may be new forces pushing business to a 
greener paradigm, the same forces may also be pushing 
the Greenies towards “Commercial Realities”. 

The Browse Basin gas reserves will be exploited. 
Development will impact on wildlife. With the debacle 
that James Price Point is set to become maybe a few of 
the greenies might wish they could turn the clock back 
and put that gas hub on Marat Island after all. 

Even British PM David Cameron is acknowledging now 
that the right of politics needs to move to capture the 
green vote.  

Beef 

Cattle Groups in Conflict 

The Australian Beef Association (ABA) has made a 

move to have Meat and Livestock Australia (MLA) 

abolished. Citing lack of increase in prices despite 

millions of dollars in levies, the ABA has circulated a 

petition to scrap the organisation. MLA will put the 

motion to the vote at its AGM in November. 

MLA provides Research and Development and 

Marketing services to the red meat industry. Its main 

funding is through levies on livestock sales by producers. 

Cattle Council Criticises Coles. 

The Cattle Council of Australia has been critical of Coles 

over its decision not to stock beef that has been grown 

with HGPs. The Council was particularly critical of the 

language Coles used and said that the retailer’s decision 

“will have no effect on their ability to provide quality, 

fresh food, nor will it have any effect on animal welfare 

outcomes.” 

The Council sees use of HGPs as a choice of cattle 

producers and notes that Meat Standards Australia is not 

prescriptive of the issue with relation to raising of cattle.  

Hormone Growth Promotants are banned in the EU. 

According to the Council this is “contrary to international 

opinion ... of leading world health authorities.” 

40% of Australian beef cattle are grown using HGPs. 

Jenny Kelly, writing in the Weekly Times sees Coles 

decision as taking away “a valuable and tested safe 

production tool ... [for] the sake of consumer perception 

and the chance to gain some marketing spin. 

Coles and Greenpeace 

Further to Coles announcement in the last issue that they 

are not going to stock HGP fed beef it is worth noting 

that Greenpeace’s True Food Network recently 

announced that Coles had reversed an earlier decision 

and would no longer be stocking chickens that had been 

fed GM feed. Is there some sort of political stand being 

taken here by the purveyors of Master Chef? 

GM Salmon 

The US Food and Drug Administration is set to approve 

a new GM Salmon for use in fish farms. The Salmon 

grows to full size in half the time as conventional 

salmon. They will be bred in Canada and shipped to 

Panama to grow to full size 

 

Harry Butler’s Definition of Conservation 

“You manage man’s use of the environment in such a way that they environment stays intact.” 

 



 

Browse Basin -What is it? 

The Browse Basin is the name given to a geological area 

underground where a lot of sedimentary rocks formed 

around the same time and of roughly the same 

composition have trapped animal life which has 

converted to oil and gas. It is deep underground and 

extends from deep in the Pilbara and Kimberley out 

under the ocean. There are 7 of these type of formations 

in Western Australia. 

One of them, the North West Shelf, has been producing 

oil and gas for more than 25 years. There is a gas 

processing plant on the Burrup Peninsular and a pipeline 

that runs from Dampier to Bunbury. 

Who is exploring the Browse Basin? 

Nexus are looking to develop an area called the Crux 

Field. They are looking at Floating LNG technology to 

process the gas for shipping. 

Shell wants to develop the Prelude Field. They are 

currently looking at Floating LNG processing options 

Karoon Gas has lunched a share purchase plan to raise 

$100 million to fund its operations in the Browse Basin. 

It also has oil and gas interests in Peru and Brazil.  

Inpex and Total are developing the Ichthys Field. They 

are looking at piping the gas to Darwin Harbour in the 

NT for processing there. 

Woodside are leading a joint venture with a number of 

other companies to develop the Browse Field which they 

want to process at James Price Point on the Kimberley 

coast. This is the site that the WA State government 

intends to compulsorily acquire and is the subject of 

controversy. 

Too Many Gas Projects? 

Sydney Morning Herald has reported Macquarie analysts 

as saying that only a fraction of the proposed LNG 

project in Australia are likely to go ahead. It has forecast 

demand for the product to double by 2020 but fall away 

after that. Market opportunities are “overstated” the 

article says. 

Woodside and East Timor 

East Timor is upset with Woodside’s plans to process 

Gas from the Greater Sunrise Field on a floating LNG 

Platform. Dili says that Woodside has 3 options, the 

FLNG, a pipeline to East Timor or a pipeline to Darwin. 

Woodside prefers the floating technology option. 

Other Environmental News 

Dredging  

The EPA is having trouble keeping up with the proposed 

dredging program along the WA coast. It is hoping to get 

multi million dollar funding arrangement from Industry 

for a study on the impact of dredging. 

Biofuels. 

The AFR reports that the domestic demand for biofuels 

has grown 34% in the past 12 months. This is double the 

rate of global growth. One of the issues raised by 

Independent Bob Katter during the 17 days of electoral 

wilderness was the dumping of Biofuels on the local 

market by US firms, thus inhibiting the ability for local 

start ups to get off the ground. 

Paint on Solar Cells Project. 

The Solar Cells for Life project in Victoria is to receive 

$5 mil in govt funding to develop technology so that a 

printable light sensitive ink could be used to mass 

produce cheap solar cells. 

HOUSING 

Housing Development in the North West. 

Mirvac, Stockland, Lend Lease, Aspen Parks, Finbar and 

Investa Property Group are some of the developers 

wanting to expand in the North West towns on the back 

of the mining boom. 

The Australian has reported one Executive saying “The 

only way to develop land in WA mining areas on a 

substantial scale was to partner with the state government 

via Landcorp”. 

The challenge is to find land that is not under pastoral 

lease, native title claim or prohibited to development. 

Coral Bay Workers Accommodation 

The period for expressions of Interest to build 58 units 

for seasonal workers at Coral bay has closed. The village 

is planned to be built on 2 hectares of land owned by the 

Baiyungu Aboriginal Corporation.  

The State Government will lease the site back from the 

BAC. The plan is to involve Aboriginal workers in the 

construction, maintenance or management of the village. 

 

INTERNATIONAL 

France: French Parliament voted 246:1 to ban women 

from wearing the burka in the streets. It is seen as a step 

away from a full public ban. 

United States: Activist group “The Tea Party” have got 

one of their own onto the Republican ticket for senate 

elections in November. The Tea Party is a growing 

movement in American politics. It is a movement with 

many arms and no head. The movement has 200 000 

activists and 5 paid staff. They are big on getting 

donations. 

China: The AFR reports that China is preparing its 12th 

Five Year Plan. It is likely to feature an emphasis on 

renewable energy. 

Russia - China Oil Pipeline completed 

The Age reports that, in addition to deals already made, 

the two countries are working on a deal for Russia to 

export 70 million cubic metres of gas to China every 

year.



 

  

YUBALA! 

If you are going to Perth to buy a car think about these things before you go. 

How much you can spend?_________________ What type of vehicle? Station Wagon___ Ute___ Troopy___ 

Automatic or manual?____________________  Dual Batteries?________  Roo Bar?______ Tow Bar?________ 

Roof Rack?___________   Winch ___________ Vinyl Seats or Cloth? ______________ 

How old the vehicle?______________  Lots of electrics or not many?________________________________ 

(remember all the electrical trouble with vehicles with NT plates after the Katherine Floods) 

Do you want split rims?_________________ How many vehicles are you looking for________________________ 

Who is paying? _____________________ How are they paying? 

Auction houses require payment within 12 hours so if a business or Aboriginal Corporation is paying you might need to 

organise a pre-approved payment before you go. 

Who is going to be the registered owner ? ______Personal name, _____Business name____Aboriginal  Corporation?______ 

Does it have to be in warranty?__________________ 

If the Car Yard is organising finance there is a general rule to all paperwork 

Everything good for you is written  BIG 

Everything that is good for the Car Yard is written  SMALL    Read the small Print 

If your car gets repossessed - you might get into a fight, maybe end up with a broken arm or in court and having to pay fines. 

WAR VETERANS 
 

Kokoda Memorial Day Kings Park 

I went along to a memorial day for men of The 2/16th 

Battalion in Kings Park. Veterans of the campaign, now 

in their eighties and nineties, spoke about their 

experiences in response to questions from the public. I 

haven’t put any names in here because I haven’t spoken 

to the fellows but as it was a public event and the stories 

need to be heard I am publishing them here. Ed. 

One man spoke about hunger, having been separated 
from his unit with a number of others he went more than 
three weeks without a proper meal, surviving mainly on 
raw yams dug up from the jungle floor. A younger man 
added later that what the Digger did not say was that he 
was wounded badly in the groin. He pressed on with the 
other fellows knowing that capture would mean death. It 
was 31 days from the time he was wounded until the time 
he received medical attention. 

Another Digger noted that his physio therapist had told 
him that a lot of men of his age had evidence of having 
gone through a period of hunger in their lives. “It scours 
everything out of your system and gets your blood all 
cleaned out” the Digger said. “That’s why so many of us 
are living so long”. 

“I had a tin of jam” one man said “I tied it to the back of 
my haversack and stuck a spoon in it. For three days all 
we had to eat was “dog biscuits” Fellows would come up 
and take a spoonful of jam throughout the day. Everyone 
was straight with it. They all did the right thing” 

One man shed tears telling the gathered families and 
friends and members of the public of the divine 
providence of God. He recounted seeing some men 
digging a hole in a native garden a thousand yards away 
on another ridge. He stood fascinated wondering what 
was happening until he realised it was a Japanese gun 
crew and they were now firing at him as he watched 
them and the first shells were cutting through the trees. 

On Imita Ridge he hid from a mountain gun with two 
others behind a tree when a shell exploded in the canopy. 
Two men were killed and the blast threw him, 
unconscious, into the open ground in full view of the 
enemy. Believing him to be dead, another soldier later 
took his paybook and letters from his pocket. But he 
survives to this day.  

Another digger sat quietly in the front. Listening but 
saying very little. He personified something that was 
present in all of them - the ability so sit, alert but not 
moving - for long time.  I wonder if it is something that 
they learned 70 years ago in the jungle and it has never 
left them. 

 

 

 



 

Memories of Giblett Block 1997 

John Vukovich posted a video onto the internet called 
“When the Forest Called”. I had a look and it bought 
back a few memories of camping in the scrub north of 
Pemberton that wet and cold winter of 1997 trying to 
stop Giblett from being fed into the chipper. 

It was easy to see the cliché - people banging on drums, 
weird haircuts - a motley old crew, painted faces. But 
looking past that - an earnestness - maybe borne of 
middle class entitlement, I don’t know. It is easy to 
remember all the sad sacks of that winter when the 
Department of CaLM decided to wait us all out (They 
failed), but there was an image of Chris Lee getting ready 
to go up into the karri tree where he would stay for the 
next 6 weeks. 

Not many people knew that Chris was going to go into 
the tree. The ‘action’ that was planned by Roger 
Cheeseman was more of a public awareness rally but 
Chris and his few supporters just decided to do 
something different. They didn’t get bogged down in all 

the consensus politics they just thought and then acted. 
Very simple and very powerful. 

And it all just happened from there - almost 
spontaneously and in the end it was celebrity city with 
Craig Turley and Luc Longley sitting in trees, John 
Williamson visiting, Mick Malthouse talking about it. 
Suddenly it was okay to be speak out against CaLM and 
their policies.  

It’s funny the things that stick with you. That was not an 
easy time and I nearly went mad listening to those 
strange “whooping” sounds coming out of the trees that I 
never could explain. But yesterday when I was walking 
down to the shops I saw in one of the gardens along the 
street poppies in flower and I thought of effort it took to 
manage that bloody drinker’s camp and hide it away 
from the cameras. And those water containers that people 
were using as drums but Big Dave found another use for 
- brewing up that milky opiate sludge just to ease 
whatever burden it was that was weighing him down. 

Someone said the following year the poppies bloomed 
vibrantly in the old camp. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Personal Message from the Editor 

Thank you for taking the time to look at No Man’s Land. The name comes from the place out there in the middle of 

the fray. You cannot get there unless you climb out of your trench - your safe and secure political position. 

It’s called No Man’s Land in honour of General Morshead, Commander of the 9th Division AIF and also of the 

Garrison of Tobruk, in Libya 1941.  

Morshead commanded untried troops hemmed in on 3 sides by Rommel’s Afrika Corp - the elite corps of the 

German Army. On the fourth side was the Mediterranean Ocean.  

From the outset, Morshead determined that the Australians would make No Mans Land their land.  

They mined, patrolled, ambushed at night, moved enemy minefields and generally frayed the nerves of the enemy 

who could not lay down to sleep and be sure of waking in the morning.  

Rommel was stopped and to rev up his demoralised officers he gave a speech telling them that the Australians “lived 

like rats and they would die like rats”.  Lord Haw Haw, the traitor broadcast these comments across the German 

radio but rather than be demeaned by the term, the Aussies took it up as a badge of pride. 

It was not just Aussies either, there were men from all over the Commonwealth in the Garrison of Tobruk and they 

were supplied by the RAN and RN. There were Infantry, Artillery, Armour, Medics, Engineers, Typists, Cooks, 

Signalmen, and all of them carrying the prayers of their loved ones at home. 

The garrison held when nobody expected it to. It stopped Rommel from advancing to Egypt and to the oilfields in the 

Gulf. It gave the British time to raise the famous 8th army. 

This newsletter is not about war or violence or imperialism. It is in honour of that generation of people who took 

their ordinary lives and were called upon to do extraordinary things. 

They are no different from us except we live in different times and the chances are that we believe in different things - 

but also some of the same things - Family, Country, A sense of Justice and a dream of what can be. 

Also this project is inspired by what looks to me like an injustice occurring in the Kimberley. Personally, I do not 

agree with everything the anti gas campaigners are saying and it is not my intention to be a mouthpiece for anyone 

but whatever your side of the debate, please can you get me into the loop! 

YOU CAN SEE THE SORTS OF ISSUES THAT ARE IN THIS NEWSLETTER.  

I NEED YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS. 

Without your input this is just vanity publishing 

Comments and Feedback to: 

Charlie Flood ,  

Editor, No Man’s Land,   

Email:     remembertherats@yahoo.com.au 

Mobile Phone.    0428 992 173 

Office attended occasionally     Illustrator Required - Contact above. 


